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PubMed & EndNote 
 

Downloading Citations from PubMed 
 
1) Access PubMed from the UCSD Library’s website – http://biomed.ucsd.edu/pubmed  – a  

good starting point and resource page.  
2) Perform your PubMed search.   
3) To mark specific citations for downloading, click the box next to each citation you want to 

select.  To save all the citations in the list, do not select any and PubMed will automatically 
include all.  

4) The following setting will need to be changed and a command used: 
 
 
 
 
 

a. Change the display format from “Summary” to MEDLINE by clicking on the pull 
down menu next to the Display button in the gray bar above your search results, 
select MEDLINE from the list. 

b. Use the Send To pull down menu and select Send to File.  
c. In the Save As window that appears, select the desktop or a folder where you 

want to save your search. In the file name box, you can use the default name 
(pubmed-result.txt) or type a different file name.  

d. Click on Save. 
5) Proceed to step 1 in the Importing PubMed references section, below. 
 
Importing PubMed References into EndNote 
 
1) From the EndNote File menu, click on New to create a new library of references, or Open 

to add references to an existing library. 
2) From the File menu, click Import to open the Import window. 
3) In the Import Data File field, select the file you downloaded from PubMed by clicking on 

Choose File. 
4) In the Import Option field, select the filter 

you would like to use to import your 
references. Since you downloaded your 
references from PubMed, choose PubMed 
from your list of filters. If you have not 
previously selected PubMed as a filter, select 
Other Filters from the pull down menu, then 
select the PubMed file. 

5) Under Duplicates, identify what you want EndNote to do with duplicate references. 
6) Click on Import.  You will now see the references from PubMed – use them as needed. 


